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Versatile Joie Ray Still Active

by Harry Farrar
(Reprinted from Denver Post)

A Jockey-size, 7Tl-year-old athlete reminisced with Jack
Dempsey last weekend just prior to the Colorado Sports Hall of
Fame banquet. Joie Ri.; was lost in the mob of celebrities and auto-
graph seekers, but there was a time when he was quite a hero in the
'20s, that decade of exalted athletes.

In 1927, Ray was pacer for Dempsey's road work when the
Manassa Mauler was preparing for the second Gene Tunney fight.
Thirty-three at the time, Ray still had a lot of miles left in his 5'5",
125-pound frame. He had finished fifth in the mile in the 1920 Olym-
pics at Antwerp, third in the 3000-meter team race in the 1924 Paris
Games and fifth in the 26-mile mazathon in 1928 at Amsterdam.

A retired steelworker from Gary, Ind., Ray lives in a trailer
at Longmont, Colo., and continues to dumbfound youthful admirers
because of his machine-like endurance. At 71, he can still outleg
many high school cross-country runners. He logs two miles a day
and clocks himself meticulously as if he still were gunning for an
Olympic medal.

In the '20s, Paavo Nurmi was the miracle man of long-dis-
tance runners, yet Ray held eight world records in as many events,
including a mile mark (4:12) shared with the Flying Finn.

In 1928, American track afficials decided that Ray (34) just
couldn 't keep up with the kids any longer. How could an old geezer
hope to run a mile after logging so many starting back in the ‘20 O-
lympics, and even before that? Ray chugged to fifth place in the '28
Games, not in the mile, but in the 26-mile-plus marathon.

Ray hauled out a gold watch awarded him in 1912 for winning
the five-mile in the Central States Amateur Athletic Union Cham-~
pionships. It is one of 950 awards he acquired in a competitive ca-
reer that finally ended when he was 42,

Most of the tokens of glory are gone. He donated 70 of his
trophies, medals, and ribbons which comprise a Joie Ray display-

in the Helms Hall of Fame. About 200 were sold by Ray during the
depression.

"I needed some dough to pay an insurance premium, " Ray
said. "I took the 200 medals to one of those jewelry places. A girl
gave them the acid test. My 'gold medal' for winning the National
AAU mile championship turned green. She offered me $3.50. I de-"
cided to keep it. The other 199 medals brought me about fifty bucks.

One of Ray's major disappointments came in 1925. He craved
a showdown race against Nurmi in the 3000-meters, but Nurmi
scratched after losing to Finnish teammate Willie Ritola in an earli-
er 5000-meters in Madison Square Garden. Ray ran the 3000 and
broke the world recoxd.
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In the winter of 1928, Tex Rickard, legendary promoter of
Dempsey fights, imported Olympic marathon champion El Quafi of
Algeria for match races in the United States. Ray was supposed to
supply token opposition. Quafi won the 16-mile opener in Madison
Square Garden, but Ray won the remaining four events in Philadel-
phia, Detroit, Chicago and Boston.

The last one was the marathon distance and Ray lapped Quafi
five times in Boston Garden, breaking Quafi's own record by mine
minutes. "I remembexr that one well, " Ray said. "“There wasa
good-looking blonde in the audience and I waved to her every lap."

" Then came the days when Ray dabbled in a variety of things
to make a buck. He and two colleagues ran six days and six nights
in a weird relay race. Their opponents were horses. They ran 632
miles. Two of the horses dropped dead.

In 1933, Ray skated in six roller derbies and performed ex-
tra feats to pick up some additional change. He would run a mile a-
gainst a skater who had to negotiate a mile and a half. "I never lost
a race, " Joie said.

During the early '30s when the marathon dance competed
with bread lines for headlines, Ray and a partner waltzed, fox-trot-
ted and took catnaps for 53 consecutive months. They'd dance for
45 minutes and rest 15, often snoozing on each other's shoulder. A-
bout 5,260 hours later, Ray and mate collected second-prize money.

A man with a spray-gun memory, Ray tends to skip all over
the 20th century in recounting his adventures. He'll discuss his first
race at age 11 when he finished second to a Notre Dame track star
in a 15-milex and then move quickly to the '20s when he worked out
frequently with the Chicago White Sox.

"I was sitting on the White Sox bench when Babe Ruth hit his
54th homer, " Ray said. That was in 1927, the year Ruth hit 60.

Errata, Addenda

TN Joln Duxbury informs us that Bob Hayes did run trials in
the 1962 and 1964 NAIA meets, where we thought we might be missing
information. Using the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, Duxbury could find
no info on the the 200 preliminaries but did determine that Hayes was
nipped by Roger Sayers in a heat as the latter ran 9.5. But Hayes did
go on to win his semi-final race in 9.6 during the 1962 NAIA 100 trials.
In the 1964 meet, Hayes captured his 100-meter heat in 10.5, fastest
timing of the day. .

Steve Gould and Jack Shepard informed us of several minor
corrections to the compilation on Randy Matson that appeared last
issue: 59'1}" (mot 59'1") at 63 AAU; 58'91" (not 59'3") 63 US-Poland;
58'54" (not 59'4") 63 US-West Germany; 62'10}" (not 62'10") 65
Orange Bowl; 63'23" (not 63'24") 65 NCAA Indoor; 64'103" (not
64'103") 65 International meet in Oslo.

Comparison of Stadium Records of Top Nine California Tracks

compiled by Dick Drake, Doug McChesney, Tom Gleason
These are believed to be the all-time records at the nine lead-
ing California tracks. Few tracks in the US could offer overall re-

cords the caliber of these. The nine tracks are arranged in relative
order of greatness of marks, with the best being the LA Coliseum.

La Walnut Compton  Modesto Palo Alto Berkeley  Bakersfield Fresno LA:

Event Coliseum Mt SAC JC Compton JC Modesto JC  Stanford UCalifornia BakersfieldJCFresno State Occidental Event

100y 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.3 . 9.3 9.4 4 9.2 9.4 100y

100m 10.1 10.1 10.2 == 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.2 10.4 100m

200m 20.4 20.5 20.5 20,8 . 20.5 20.6 20.6 20.5 20.7 200m

o0y 20.7 20.5 20,6 20.8 20.7 20.6 20.9 20.5 20.7 - 220y

400m 4.9 45.2 - 45.6 45.6 46.0 45.7 45.8 46.6 46.2 400m

440y 46.3 45.8 45.6 45.8 46.3 45.7 45.8 46.6 46.2 440y

800m 1:46.4 1:47.8 1:46.6 -- 1:46.4 1:46.4 1:47.6 1:46.6 1:47.8 800m

880y 1:46.8 1:47.1 i7.1 1:48.8 1:48.5 1:47.5 1:48.4 1:47.3 1:47.8 880y
1500m 3:41.2 3:41.3 3:39.38 - -- 3:39.9 3:44.2 3:42.7 3:47.9 3:48.9 1500m
Mile 3:56.1 3:57.9 3:55.0 3:54,9 4:00.1 4:01.8 3:56.4 3:59.1 4:00.0 Mile

2Mile 8:39.0 8:48.2 8:49.6 8:32.0 8:52.8 8:46.4 9:11.4 8:40.2 8:29.8 2Mile
3Mile 13:00.8 13:30.6 13:15.6 13:44 .4 13:27.0 13:40.2 13:29.0 13:37.6 13:43.4 3Mile
5000m 13:25.8 13:59.4 13:38.0 14:12.,6 13:55.6 14:19.8 14:26.4 14:03.6 14:53.2 5000m
_6Mile 28:07.0 28:23.2 -- -- 28:22.4 27:59.2 28:21.8 29:19.6 28:58 .4 6Mile

10, 000m 29:02.0 29:33.8 - -- 29:17.8 31:15.4 30:11.4 32:29.2 30:29.8 10,000m
High Hurdles/413.6 13.4 13.4 13.5 13.4 13.7 13.4 13.5 13.8 High Hurdle
400m Hurdles 49.1 50.5 50.2 51.2 49.5 50.8 49.9 51.2 50.6 400m Hurdl
440y Hurdles 50.7 50.5 50.8 51.2 -- 51.1 49.9 51.2 50.6 440y Hurdle
Steeplechase 8:41.0 8:47.4 8:49.8 e 8:42.4 9:00.8 8:55.6 9:16.6 8:57.8 Steeplechas
High Jump  7'3}" 7'2" 7'13" 7'1" 7'5" 7'0" 7'2" 7'0" 73 High Jump
Pole Vault  17'4" 16'2" 16'9" 16'7" 16'§" 15'9" 16'0" 16'3" 16'33" Pole Vault
Long Jump 27'41" 26'11%" 26'3" 27'5" 26'9" 26'13" 26'13" 26'33" 26'33" Long Jump
Triple Jump 53'11" 52'24" 51'113" 53'33" 54'53" 50'113" 53'43" 52'43" 51'13" Triple Jumg
Shot Put 67'11" 65'10" 64'113" 63'1" 64'1" 62'93" 62'6%" 66'73" 66'33" Shot Put
Discus Throw 203'53" 208'10" 204'4" 205'3" 200'1" 193'2" 193'93" 194'113" 194'10" Discus Thr
Hammer Throw225'9" 233'9%" 224'83" 226'5" 231'10" 216'10%" 225'4" 189'5§" 224'103"  Hammer Tt
Javelin Throw 270'11" 260'7" 282'34" 268'2%" 277"7" 268'9" 271'9" 263'93" 254"7" Javelin Thr

















