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Sensational Performances at AAU 
by Dick Drake 

Saa Diego, Calif., June 26-27--For the first time Jn the his­
tory of track and field, an athlete from the United States has estab­
lished a world record at a distance longer than two-miles. And not 
one, but two of Uncle Sam's home-bred runners are claimants to the 
new world six-mile standard of 27:11.6, The sensationally exciting 
race occurred during an AAU championship that produced so many 
good performances that every winning mark exceeded those recorded 
Jn the NCAA finals . 

The record remained for two of America's greatest track he­
roes: Billy Mills, the 26-year-old Indian who returned the number 
one upset of the 1964 Olympics, and Gerry Lindgren, who upset the 
Russians last year at 10, 000-meters at 18-years of age and who this 
year defied the NCAA boycott to compete in this meet. Often times, 
a world record bid in a distance race Is relatively dull competitively. 
But here, never morethan three yards separated the two runners, and 
usually it was no more than a couple of feet. That, coupled with the 
fact that the crowd was made aware of the record pace midway con­
tributed to the feverish excitement--an emotional reseonse never 
previously felt in this country for a distance race. 

Mills and Lindgren took off at a swift gallop and covered the 
first quarter in 64.5 and the mile in 4:29.1. Lindgren took over the 
lead in the fifth lap, and they exchanged it a half-dozen more times 
through the three-mile post which they arrived at In 13:39,8. The 
slowest mile was the fourth at 4:36 .5, but on the very next lap Gerry 
forced the pace down to 67 .5. They continued through a 68 .0 18th 
440, and it became apparent they were fresh and strong enough to 
push for the record. Five-miles went In 22:49 ,9, and they needed a 
4:27 .9 final mile. The next two quaners were lopped off In 68 .4 
and 69 .2, with Gerry hugging a stride behind Billy. They needed a 
2:10.3 last half, and they reeled off a 66.1 next-to-last-lap. And now 
they had to have a 64 .2, At this distance, that was fast but it seemed 
possible. 

Long before the final lap began every one of the 15,320 specta­
tors on hand for the second day of the meet (total attendance 25, 720) 
had scrambled to his feet. It was difficult to ascenaln just how fast 
the pace was as they rounded into the back stretch but it appeared 
swifter than the last quaner. About two laps previously, it had 
looked as though Mills was a bit wearier than Lindgren and thus it 
was surprising Billy held his yard lead as they charged down the en­
tire backstretch. As they headed into the final curve, Lindgren 
churned alongside of Mills. And it was the next 120 yards that sent 
the crowd into a frenzy of hysteria and incoherence. Hip-to-hip, 
breast-to-breast, and shoulder-to-shoulder, they kicked frantically 
down the homestretch. A bare inch hardly seemed to separate them, 
and until the last few yards it was impossible to determine who 
would win. Finally, it was Mills who exploded through the tape six­
hundredths of a second ahead of Lindgren, as they both clipped 6 ,2 
seconds off Ron Clarke's 1963 world mark. 

Lindgren had run the final 440 in 57. 9 and Mills in 58. 0 ! With 
the record, Mills had proven that his Olympic triumph was no fluke 
and Lindgren probably did more to advance a solution to the US's ugly 
track civil war than any other individual or event. 

The only possible disappointing aspect to the record was that 
the distance had not been over the more standard 10, 000-meter dis­
tance. In fact, shortly prior to the race Mills told an official, "If 
you can have the course set up for 10, 000-meters, I can give you. 
two records. " But the officials were unable to measure the longer 
distance in time, 

The next two finishers also gave US distance running a boost. 
Bill Morgan finished third in 28:33 .a and Doug Rustad, who came from 
oblivion this year, fourth in· ,28:44.0 to move Into seventh and 11th 
on the all·time US six-mile list, Last year was the first time any 
American had broken 28 minutes. 

How such an event could be surpassed for excitement was hard 
to concel ve, but the mile came close. At Its conclusion, 18 -year 
.old Jim Ryun had become the founh fastest miler of all-time, eras­
ed the American record, come within 1.3 seconds of the existing 
record and 1,8 of the pending mark, and handed three-time Olympic 
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Lap Times in World Six Mile Record 
Mills Lindgren 

64.5(1) 64.5 64.5(2) 64.5 
2:12. 7(1) 68.2 2:12.8(2) 68.3 
3:21.4(1) 68 .7 3:21.5(2) 68,7 
4:29 ,1(1) 67.7 4:29,1 4:29.1(2) 67 .6 4:29.1. 
5:37 .1(2) 68 .o 5:37 ,1(1) 68.0 
6:46 ,3(1) 69,2 6:46.4(2) 69.3 
7:55 ,0(2) 68 .7 7:55.0(1) 68.6 
9:03 .4(1) 68 .4 4:34.3 9:03 ,6(2) 68.6 4:3.4.5 

10:12 ,6(1) 69.2 10:12,7(2) 69.1 
ll:21.2(2) 68 .6 11:21.2(1) 68.5 
12:30.8(1) 69,6 12:31,0(2) 69.8 
13:39 .8(1) 69.0 4:36 .4 13:39 .a 13:39 .8(2) 68.8 4:36 .2 13:39 .8 
14:48 ,3(1) 68.5 14:48 .5(2) 68.7 
15:57. 7(1) 69,4 15:57 .9(2) 69.4 
17:06.7(1) 69.0 17:06,9(2) 69.0 
18:16 .3(1) 69.6 4:36,5 18:16.4(2) 69,5 4:36.6 
19:23.8(1) 67 .5 19:23 ,9(2) 67 .5 
20:31.8(1) 68 .o 20:32 ,0(2) 68.1 
21:40.5(1) 68.7 21:40.6(2) 68.6 
22:49 ,9(1) 69.4 4:33.6 22:50,0(2) 69.4 4:33,6 
23:58 .3(1) 68,4 23:58 ,4(2) 68,4 
25:07 .5(1) 69 .2 25:07 ,6(2) 69.2 
26:13 ,6(1) 66.l 26:13. 7(2) 66.l 
27:11.6(1) 58.0 4:21.7 13:30.8 27:11.6(2) 57.9 4:21.6 13:30.8 

gold medalist Peter Snell his first ever sub-four minute mile defeat, 
All this was done with a 3:55,3 mile that was partially sparked by a 
53. 9 final quarter! 

The leading contenders, P~ter Snell, Jim Grelle and Ryun, 
elected to stick in the rear for most of the first half-mile. The first 
significant change occurred at the 1200 mark when Josef Odlozil jump­
ed into the lead and quiclcly built up a lead, Meanwhile, Snell, Grelle 
and Ryun began working their way forward and were no worse than 
fourth at the gun. Into the backstretch, It was Od!ozil still leading 
by several yards but Ryun had assumed second place--and this is 
probably where he won the race. As they charged into the final curve, 
Grelle was up with Ryun on the outside and both were passing falter­
ing Odiozil. Snell was a stride back. On the hometront, Ryun pulled 
away from Grelle, who was eventually passed by tbe fastest-kicking 
Snell. Snell and Grel!e finished in 3:55 .4 and 3:55 .5 for the fastest 
non-winning second and third place finishes. Ryun's last lap was a 
lightening 53.9; Snell and Grelle did 54.0 and 54.1, respectively. 
Only Michel Jazy, Snell and Herb Elliott have ever run faster than 
Ryun, and the mile has been run faster only six times. Ryun bettered 
Grelle's ll-day old American record by a tenth. And what would 
have happened if Dyrol Burleson and Tom O'Hara had been In the race? 

John Garrison, who surprised everyone at the California Relays, 
was inadvertently hit by Grelle in tbe early stages of the race and 
limped Into a 4:22 .3 last place finish. Lap times: 

440 880 1320 Mlle 
Ryun 59,7 (5) 2:00.5 (7)/60.8 3:01.4 (3)/60,9 3:55.3 (1)/53.9 
Snell 60.1 (7) 2:00,3 (6)/60,2 3:01,4 (4)/61.1 3:55.4 (2)/54.0 
Grelle 60.2 (8) 2:00,1 (3)/59,9 3:01,4 (2)/61.3 3:55,5 (3)/54.1 
Odlozil 59,5 (3) 2:00.2 (5)/60,7 3:00,2 (1)/60,0 3:57.7 (4)/57 .5 
Weisiger 59,2 (1) 1:59.7 (1)/60.5 3:02,0 (5)/62,3 4:04.9 (5)/62,9 
McCalla 59,5 (2) 2:00.1 (2)/60.6 3:02.8 (6)/62,7 4:05,7 (6)/62,9 
Farley 59,6 (4) 2:00,1 (4)/60.5 3:03.4 (7)/63,3 4:12,5 (7)/69,l 
Garrison 59.7 (6) 3:01,5 (8)/61.8 3:08.0 (8)/66.5 4:22,3 (8)/74.3 

Bob Schul, the third of four athletes who have done so much to 
put American distance running into the limelight In the past 18 months, 
gave strong indication he is rounding into shape with a career best 
and an American record three-mile run of 13:10,4 and a victory 
over New Zealand's Neville Scott and suddenly consistent Ron Larrieu. 
A leading figure in the fight for athletes' rights in the US, Schul spent 
the entire morning before his race standing and directing the recon­
struction of the steeplechase approach area--which was a horrible 
mess. 
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