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Clarke Wins Easily in Record 13:25.8 5000 
by Cordner Nelson 

Los Angeles, June 4--The 26th Compton Invitational was held 
In the Coliseum for the first time and, significantly, more Coliseum 
records were broken than were meet records. Att~ndance was a dis­
appointing 12,160, reflecting the lack of depth because the NCAA with­
held their chattels from competition. 

Ron Clarke, 28-year-old rumling machine from Australia, 
moved steadily arouod the track ID recotd 13:00 .4 for three miles 
and 13:25 .8 for 5000 meters, both breaking his own world records. 
Clarke's pace: 

440 880's .!QQl1!!!.. M!k! 
63.6 
64.3 2:07 .9 
64.5 2:39 .l 
64.6 2:09.1 4:17.0 
65.0 2:41.3 
65.4 2:10.4 
65.8 
66.8 2:12.6 2:43.7 4:23.0 
66 .o 
66 .2 2:12 .2 2:44.6 
65.2 
63.0 2:08 .2 2:37-6 4:20.4 
He ran hls last 188 yards In 25.4, a 59.5 pace. His last 440 

was 60.9, hls last 880, 2:05.6. 
Neville Scott led at six laps in 6:27 .4, then slipped to 8:49 .2 

at two miles and 13:59 .4 at the finish. 
Clarke explained hls race: 'The track was good, the weather 

was fine, the crowd was helpful, and Neville Scott sacrificed to set 
the early pace." He added, '1 was not really surprised at the time. 
I didn't say I expected to set a record because I didn't want to dis­
appoint people if I failed. But I knew I could do it. I knew I was on 
a record pace right along." 

Peter Snell congratulated Clarke, then reported for the start 
of the mile. Even though the two top milers from the U.S., Burleson 
and O'Hara, were absent, Snell was not a sure thing, for young Jim 
Ryun wa~ unbeaten thls year and seemed ready for a great race, while 
Snell adm,'ted he was not yet sharp. 

. Sne11 ran 58 .3, 1:59.4, and 3:01.1 in third place most of the 
way, them Jumped the field 300 yards from home. He spurted the 
backstretch and coasted into the curve, but with Jim Grelle on his 
heels, Snell had to open up once again. And once again Grelle caught 
him, 20 yards from the tape. An all -out effort barely won for Snell 
in 3:56.4. 

58 .o 
1:59 .l 
2:30.0 
3:01.0 
3:30.l 
3:56.4 

Mile Chart: 
Schul, Weisiger, Snell, Grelle, Ryun, Odlozil 
Weisiger, Schul, Snell, Orelle, Ryun, Odlozll 
Weisiger, Snell, Schul, Ryun, Grelle, Odlozll 
Weisiger, Snell, Ryun, Schul, Grelle, Odlozll 
Snell, Orelle, Ryun, Odlozil (10 yards) Weisiger, Schul 
Snell & Grelle, 3:56.8 Ryun, 3:57 .6 Odlozll, 4:00.3"Wei-
siger, 4:00.5 Schul. .. 

Snell, who said he would be ready by June 27th, said, '1 wasn't 
sure of my condition and probably made the mistake of starting to 
sprint too soon. But at the time I felt it was the thing to do. I opened 
up about 300 yards from the finish. Usually I wait until the last 220. 
I was surprised to find that Grelle could sprint so well, or maybe it 
was a case of me stopping, I was very tired at the end. The only 
other time 1 felt so tired was when I set my world record of 3:54.l." 

Ryun, who also gained on Snell In the stretch, finished 2½ 
yards back in 3:56 .8, four yards ahead of Odlozil. Snell said, "That 
youngster, Jim Ryun, ls amazing for his age." 

Last lap times: Snell 55.3, Orelle 55.0, Ryun 55.5, Odlozil 
56.0, Weisiger 59.3, Schul 59.2. Last 220: Snell 26.3, Grelle 26.l, 
Ryun 26.3, Odlozll 27 .O. 

The 880 was the closest race of the evening, possibly of all 
time, for some finish-line observers thought the third place man had 
won. Silver medalist Bill Crothers moved into the lead around the 
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last curve and seemed a certain winner, but.young Bob Hose ran him 
down In the stretch and only lost by an inch or so when he leaned for 
a post five yards short of the finish. Meanwhile, back in the pack, 
indoor champ Ted Nelson came from six yards back on the curve and 
caught them both at the tape. All three clocked 1:48.7 

Ulls Williams, a new father, powered a 46 .4 quarter, as 
Mike Larrabee passed the others in the stretch but still finished far 
back in 47 .4. 

Ron Whitney, supposedly retired from the intermediate hurd­
les, entered to accommodare meet direclDr Herschel Smith and kicked 
home strongly in 50. 7, ahead of Jay Luck, who clobbered the Ja:st 
hurdle, Rex Cawley who hit four of them, and Willie Atrerllerry, 
who started like a sreeplechaser but finished strong. • 

Jay Silvester had three throws over 200-feet. Rink Bablca, 
in his first meet of 1965, threw 191 '½" but placed only fifth. Silves­
ter doubled in the shot at 62'0". 

Jolm 'Dobie" Dobroth continued his Cinderella story by win­
ning the hlgh jwnp althwgh cold weather held hitn ID 6 '10". George 
Young ran a strong steeplechase in 8:41.0. 

Young, Whitney, and, of course, Clarke set both meet and 
stadium records. Silvester's 203'5½" was a Coliseum record. Hal 
Counolly threw the hammer 225'4" fora meet records Paul Drayton 
set a Coliseum record for 220 yards around a curve in 20. 7. 

In other good performances, Jeff Chase vaulted 16'4", Blaine 
Lindgren capped a week of training with a strong 13 .9 as Richmond 
Flowers, Jr., withdrew with a back injury, Olympian Ron Laird 
walked 3000 meters in a fast 13:06 .4, Wyomia Tyus sprinted 100 
yards in 10. 5 to tie the American record, and Edith McGuire ran the 
220 in 23.7. 

100, Kuller (Santa Ana JC) 9.5; 2. McNeil (Compton JC) 9.6. 
220t, Drayton (Ft Campbell) 20.7; 2. !Culler 21.2; 3. Plummer 

(Strid) 21.3. 
440, Williams (Strid) 46.4; 2. Larrabee (Strid) 47 .4; 3. Wolff 

(Strid) 47 .5; 4. Edmunds (C Pendle) 47 .8; 5. Plummer 48.0. 
880, Crothers (EYTC) 1:48. 7; 2. Hose (Mesa, San Diego JC) 

1:48.7; 3. Nelson (Strid) 1:48.7; 4. Lee (49ers TC) 1:49.5; 5. H. 
Williams (Strid) 1:50 .1. 

Mile, Snell (NZ) 3:56.4; 2. Orelle (Multnomah TC) 3:56.4; 3. 
Ryun (East Wichita HS, Wichita, Kan) 3:56 .8; 4. Odlozll (Czech) 
3:57 .8; 5. Weisiger (NCTC) 4:00.3; 6. Schul (unat) 4:00.5. Laps: 
Snell 58.3 (3) 1:59.4 (3) 3:01.1 (2) 3:56.4 (1) 55.3* 
Grelle 58.5 (4) 1:59.7 (4) 3:01.4 (5) 3:56.4 (2) 55.0* 
Ryun 58.8 (5) 1:59.8 (5) 3:01.3 (3) 3:56.8 (3) 55.5* 
Odlozil 58.8 (6) 2:00.0 (6) 3:01.8 (6) 3:57.8 (4) 56.0* 
Weisiger 58.2 (2) 1:59.2 (1) 3:01.0 (1) 4:00.3 (5) 59.3* 
Schul 58 .0 (1) 1:59 .3 (2) 3:01.3 (4) 4:00.5 (6) 59.2* 
(* final 440y time) 

5000, Clarke (Aus) 13:25.8 WR (13:00.4 WR for 3 miles) (Lap 
times: 63.6, 2:07 .9, 3:12.4, 4:17 .o, 5:22.0, 6:27 .4, 7:33.2, 8·40.0, 
9;46 .0, 10: 52 .2, 11:57 .4, 13:00 .4, 13: 25 .8; last 880 In 2:05 .6; last 
440 in 60.9); 2. Scott (NZ) 13:59.4 (13:32.4 3 miles); 3. 'l!llls (Tor­
Op.to TC) 14:03.6 (13:37 .8 3 miles); 4. Morgan (GGTC) 14:03.8 
(13:37 .4 3 miles); 5. Fernee (LATC) 14:12.0 (13:43.8 3 miles); 6. 
Rodda (LATC) 14:20.0 (13:51.8 3 miles); 7. Rustad (GGTC) 14:20.8 
(13:52 .2 3 miles). 

3000St, Young (Casa Grande AA) 8:41.0; 2. Fishback (unat) 
8:50.4; 3. Hughes (unat) 9:02.8; 4. Rawson (C Pendle) 9:06.8. 

HH, Lindgren (Strid) 13.9; 2. Shy (Mt SAC JC) 14.1; 3. Boston 
(Strid) 14.2. 

440y!H, Whitney (Strid) 50.7; 2. Luck (New Haven TC) 50.9; 3. 
Cawley (PAA) 51.4; 4. Atterberry (Strid) 51.5, 

MileR, Camp Pendleton MC 3:10. 7 (Barrick 48.9, Heath 46.8, 
Freeman 47. 7, Edmunds 47 .3); 2. Long Beach 49ers TC 3:11.2 
(Shirley 48 .2, Lee 48 ,1, Fendia 48 .3, Richardson 46.6); 3. Pasadena 
AA 3:14.0 (Cawley 46.9); Striders disqualified. 

Junior College MileR, Santa Ana 3:12.4 (Skamnes, Rangel, Eck, 
Eckert); 2. Cerritos 3:12.4. 

HJ, Dobroth (Strid) 6'10"; 2. Lowe (Foothlll JC) 6'10"; 3. Hart­
nett (Strid) 6'8"; 4. Caruthers (Strid) 6'8"; 5. E. Johnson (Strid) 6'8". 

PV, Chase (SCVYV) 16'4"; 2. Hein (Strid) 16'0"; 3. Seagren • 
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