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Veterans, Youngsters Go Wild at Modesto 
by Dick Drake 

Modesto and Ceres, Calli,, May 29--A couple of former 
Olymplc gold medal winners who failed to win the same titles in the 
Tokyo Olympics, a pair of high school sensations who here defeated 
two 1964 Olympic silver medalists, as well as an 11-man entpurage 
from Southern University who defied the NCAA boycott helped spark 
the AAU sanctioned California Relays that had many high spots but 
also suffered from lack of quality depth. 

There were three world records established, and the first 
·was set in the unlikely agricultural community of Ceres (population 
of 1126 according to the 1960 census) before only 153 spectators. 
The hammer throw competition had to be moved to Ceres Union High 
School, about five miles from the main stadium, because officials of 
Modesto Junior College were wary of the safety factors and holes cre­
ated in the baseball field by the 16-lb. ball and chain. At 2:04 p.m. 
in 97 degree heat, world record holder and 19.56 Olympic champion 
Hal Connolly stepped into the ring, spun around thrice and let the ham­
mer go 224'2½"--for what was to be his worst throw of the afternoon. 
His next two tosses were impressive il.t 228'5" and 228'0". And then 
he returned for his first toss of the finals. Somehow there was a 
feeling in the air that something big was about to happen. At least 
he was on his way to a great series. At 2:22 p,m., he took his fourth 
throw. It arced beautifully and seemed to sail forever before it fin­
ally touched down at 233'.2" for a new world record. It bettered his 
own standard of 231'10" by 1'4". 

Connolly wore a big smile long after the wonderful effort. 
"I've waited since October for this, " he said, obviously referring to 
his disappointment at placing only sixth in the Tokyo Olympics. In 
practice prior to the Games, he threw 233-feet, "It has been eating 
at me ever since. I would hate to finish my career knowing I threw 
better in practice than in competition." Asked about the difference 
between today and previously, he said, "I returned to my 1960 techni, 
que." 

Most of Connolly's best efforts have come in non-pressure 
meets similar to this one, and, although he had to use Ed Burke's 
hammer after his was impounded following the record, he concluded 
the series with 229'6½"--topped only by one throw other than by him­
self (231'½" by Hungary's Gyula Zsivotzky)--and 231'5i"--for the 
third best toss in history. 

Few athletes in any field event have turned in as great a series 
as Connolly did here today. His series averaged 229'1 5/12" ! Only 
Zsivotzky's single toss of 231'½" has exceeded his entire series aver­
age, 

With the current NCAA-AAU feud, Connolly had competed in 
only two meets prior to today (220'11" at the Mt SAC Relays and 
218'5½" in an all-comers meet on May 22 at Walnut). Despite the 
serious illness of one of his twins that kept him up a number of nights 
during the week, he said he felt ready for this performance. But he 
still doubts that he wlll compete internationally this summer, mainly 
because he Is still paying off his Olympic debts. 

This ls the sixth time he has improved the world's record. He 
first earned it when he threw 218'10½" on October 3, 1956. The USSR's 
Mikhail Krlvonosov recaptured his record with 220 '10" 19 days later. 
Connolly regained it on November 2, 1956 with a throw of 224'10½" in 
Los Angeles prior to the Olympics. And he has held the record un­
interrupted since then! Except for his first record In Boston, all of 
them have occurred in California and in different cities. His next 
Improvement was to 225'4" on June 20, 1958 In Bakersfield, then to 
230'9" o,n August 12, 1960 at Walnut prior to the Olympics, and to 
231'10" on July 21, 1962 against the Soviet Union at Stanford. Last 
year was the first time Connolly failed to raise the record on an 
every-two-year basis. 

He now owns the five best throws In history, three of which 
occurred h~re plus the former record of 231'10" and his 231'4½" Just 
prior to last year's Olympics. 

Despite tills phenomenal 10 year stadstical reign, he has been 
:tanked first in the world by T&FN only twice (in 1956 and 1962). Al­
though he won the 1956 Olympics, he placed eighth in the 1960 Games 

June S, 1886 Pap 87 

and sixth in the last Garn es. But this may be partly explained by the 
fact that for most of this decade he has had little competition in his 
home country-·which Is to his credit that he could do so well Jn.a 
country that has fostered few outstanding hammer throwers but to his 
disadvantage when he competed internationally (in some meets), 

Connolly, whose left arm Is shorter than his right, is 33 now 
(born August 1, 1931), and there's no celling how much longer he'll 
r.ontinue to compete. 

The second world record came midway through the program-­
and this time at the meet's home stadium in Modesto· before 9160 fans. 
Ralph Boston had been long Jumping splendidly all afternoon and had 
been "feeling like a world record all day, " but he came down to his 
sixth jump without the record. Except for his first jump which was 
a foul, he had a good series of 26'9", 27'1¼'', 27'½" and 26'5¼''. 

The wind had been blowing in spurts all afternoon so when it 
came time for his last effort he stationed cohort Gayle Hopkins at the 
wind gauge. Boston stood at the end of the runway and waited for 
Hopkins to give the high sign. When the wind died down to O. 0 miles/ 
hour, he took off. As he lllt the board, everyone who looked could 

. tell that it would be a legal jump since the special foul indicator had 
not automatically registered an illegal jump. He landed perfectly, 
and almost immediately meet director Tom Moore, who also start>I 
the races and announces field event performances from the field, in­
formed the audience that "it looks like a world's record." And sure 
enough, it was: 27'5". Like Connolly, he improved his own wor14's 
record, from 27'4¾". . • 

"I felt that I should have a record all along, U the jump had 
been started a little earlier, when it was warmer, I think I \\OU!d 
have done better. I fouled a 27'11" at Madrid, and expected something 
like that distance tonight." ~ 

Only his series in Los Angeles during the Final US Olympic 
Trials, when he upped the standard to 27'4¾" and had a windy effort 
of 27'10¼", produced a greater series: 27'1 3/5" to 26'112/5", 

Boston claims that Stanford's, grass rwiway Is his favorite 
but he has done exceedingly well here in Modesto. In 1961, he be­
came the first 27-footer with 27'½". In 1962, he had his worst per­
formance of 26'0". After Shinnick's big Jump In 1963, he produced 
wind-aided marks of 27'2!!'' and 27'¼" as well as a legal one of 26'11", 
and last year won with 27'2". And he has had many good series as 
well. 

There have been 17 27 ·foot jumps, and Boston owns 15 of 
them. Ten of the jumps by Boston have been non-wind aided. Only· 
Phil Shinnick's 27'4" wind-aided jump, set here in Modesto in 1963, 
and Igor Ter•Ovanesyan's one-time world record Jump of 27'3¼" rob 
Boston of being the sole claimant to 27-foot jumps. 

This was the sixth occasion he has bettered the world record, 
beginning with his 26'11¼" at Walnut on August 12, 1960 when he bet· 
tered Jesse Owens 1935 mark of 26'8¼". He upped It to 27'½" aod 
27'2" before losing it to Ter•Ovanesyan. Boston ded his mark of 
27'3¼" and then raised It to 27'4¼" prior to this evening. 

Southern University of Baton Rouge, Louisiana may be barred 
from some future collegiate competitions but the schools' mile relay 
team went home with a world record equalling 3:04.5, And they could 
have gone faster. Southern has been i::unning splendid mile re lays 
all spring, including seven clockings under 3: 10, 

The record looked in doubt after Robert Johnson led off with a 
47. 3. In most of the races this year, he had started off with sub 47. 0 
clocklngs•·usually because the opposing teams would put their fastest 
man in the first slot to provide competition. But here his oppositlon'.on 
was good but not sensational. Southern never trailed after the 220. 

But apparently they were running scared and after a record-­
because second-place Strlders were never really close. Jack Vander· 
icnyff put the Striders a full second behind after the first exchange. 
Southern's Anthony Gates and the Striders' Bill Toomey both ran 46.1 
second legs. Southern's Everett opened the lead over Mike Larrabee 
(46 ,6) with a 46 .1 carry, And then it was Theron Lewis all alone to 
the wire· •and he actually appeared to let up the last 50 yards down 
the homestretch. Ulis Williams could only run 46.0, as the Striders 
finished in Its fastest time of the season at 3: 07. 0. 

"I Just know we could have run faster," was Coach Dick Hill's 
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