
TRACK NEWSLETTER 
Supplementing TRACK & FIELD NEWS 

Vol, 11, No, 13 

Indoor Marks to Larrabee, Nelson 
by Ekkehard zur Megede, Sports Editor Der Tagesspiegel 

Berlin, April 7-8--America's AAU team, having only some 
of their aces with them in Europe because of the difficulties betweenn 
the AAU and NCAA, showed at the famous banked board crack at West 
Berlin's Deucschlandhalle their world class even with their, as some 
of the. US athletes said, second string. Germany lost the first dual 
meeting indoors between the two teams, 56 to 101, 

What we saw here in Berlin was great, very great indeed. 
Mike Larrabee established a new world record indoors in beating 
his countryman Jack Yerman by a tenth in 46.8 for 400-meters on 
the 190-meter crack. Ted Nelson, the ·AAu indoor champ at 800-
mecers, also produced a world indoor mark in winning the BOO-meters 
in a phenomenal 1:47 .4. Germany's Dieter Bogatzki set the early 
pace but finished fourth and last, in 1:49 .1 ! The highlight for the 
onlookers was the 3000-meters in which two great Olympians, Billy 
Mills and Harald Norpoth, runner-up in the 5000, met for the first 
time ever. In a great ding-dong battle, the German succeeded with 
his brilliant finish for a 7:55 ,8 victory, over M!lls' 7:56 .6. 

Even in the women's match, the US girls triumphed, They 
won with 61 points to Germany's 52. 

There were two races of the 60. Neither presented a task for 
the US duo of Larry Dunn and Mel Pender. In the first race, Pender 
had a very fast start and gained a two meter lead but Dunn Just did 
catch Pender as both were credited with 6 .o. Germany's Gert Metz 
was third in 6.1. The second 60-yard race went clearly to Dunn, 
who was in front after 30 meters and won again in 6. 0. 

The well-nigh twins, Larrabee and Yerman--both of whom 
have won Olympic gold medals, wear glasses, and are veterans, 
were in great shape. Both jumped into the lead at the gun, and Lar­
rabee passed the 200 in 23 ,2°-at which point the Germans had lost 
contact, In the last lap, Yerman tried to change the position but 
the Olympic 400 champ had enough reserve. Larrabee won by less 
than a merer in 46,8 to Yerman's 46.9. German hurdler Horst Giese­
ler established a new national mark of 47. 9. These runners now 
stand one, two, and seven on the all-time 400-meter indoor list. 

O!lan Cassell and Dieter Bogatzki both agreed that Ted Nelson 
has a tremendous kick, and expected a fast race. As a result, Bogat­
zki attem peed to tire Nelson with a 52. 9 first 400. Jorg Balke follow­
ed closely. Melson trailed in fourth. In the last lap, he came from 
behind and succeeded in taking the lead. Bogacz Id was finished but 
surprising Frank Tomeo and Balke still had a kick. Nelson crossed 
the finish in 1:47 .4. Behind him there was a big fight for second. 
Balke just was second as he and Tomeo were given 1:48. 6. John Wood­
ro.ff covered the same distance in 1:47. 7 in 1940 but it was on a 6 2/3 
laps to the mile crack (Dartmouth) so the mark was never accepted as a 
record. As a result, Nelson, Balke, and Tomeo stand one, two, three 
while Bogatzki ls fifth behind Tom Farrell's converted 1:49.1. 

Jim Grelle and Vic Zwolak came to Berlin after a defeat by 
Englishmen John Whetten and Alan Simpson over the mile. So the 
German team hoped to win this race. And so it happened. The young 
Berlin prospect Bodo Tummler killed the ldck from Grelle with aq 
impressive finish. The pace had been slow, the limes were not es­
pecially fast. Tummler's time was 3:46.3, 

Mills had had some good races Just prior to his coming to 
Germany, while Norpoth had not competed since coming home from 
Japan although he had played soccer and remained in good track-con­
dition through training. And so he was in very good condition to face 
Mills, who said that 3000-meters was "a little bit too short for me." 
Mills assumed the lead at the gun and set a very fast pace. He passed 
the kilometer mark in 2:39 .o, with Norpoth and Lutz Philipp on his 
heels. The 2000 was passed in 5:21.4, at which.point Philipp sudden­
ly surged. Norpoth and Mills had no difficulty in keeping up bu.t Frank 
Plaging dropped back. When the bell rang, Mills was in the lead, At 
the next-to-last straight Norpoth started his final attack. It was a 
great rush. No question. Norpoth was the better man on this day at 
this distance. Mills tried to follow but Norpoth had something in re­
serve and won in 7:55 ,8. Mills, too, ran a great race: 7:56 .6 for a 
new American best. Even Philipp broke eight minutes. Norpoth re- . 
mained only 2. 6 seconds outside the indoor record established this 
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year by Siegfr!end Herrmann of East Germany. 
There were also two races in the 60-yard hurdles. Ralph 

Boston, the Bob Hope of the US team, asked when he arrived in Ber­
lin: "Is it possible that five men can run the hurdles?" When I.said 
yes, he grinned like a clown and said, "Then that's the opporwnity 
to beat that boy Willie Davenport again," And so he did. As a non­
scorer he won the first 60 highs in 7 .1, only Inches ahead of Daven­
port (also 7 ,1). Afterwards, he ran to Willie and put his arms 
about his shoulders and said, "Okay, that was it." The next day the 
race was run without Boston, and··again Davenport was beaten, this 
time by his countryman Russ Rogers as both ran 7. 2. 

There was a great surprise in the pole vault. Wolfgang Rein­
hardt, silver medalist at Tokyo, was off form, .mainly due to exces­
sive studying. He vaulted 15'5" and took last. Billy Pemelton, the US 
indoor record holder, wasn't in good shape, either, finishing at 15'9' 
It was Jeff Chase who rescued the situation. He had no difficulties 
with 15'9" and even with 16'1¾''. Then the bar was raised to 16'6¼", 
which would have been a new American Indoor best. One trial was 
extraordinary but just in that moment an American military band en­
tered the hall and the sudden music destroyed Jeff's hopes, Never­
theless, he had attained a lifetime best. 

Boston had been ill here and hadn't trained much, but he still 
Jumped 25'10¼" and 25'5¼". Second place went to Charley Mays as 
expected at 25'4". 

On his sixth and final try in the triple jump, Darrell Hom 
reached 52'10¼" for a new US indoor record. He did it in beating the 
world indoor record holder I Michael Sauer, who took second at 51 '10 
Horn's series: 51'3", 51'21", 51'6½", 51'8½", 52'2", and 52'10¼". 

-60, Dunn (US) 6.0; 2. Pender (USf1i":o; ··:i. Metz (G) 6,1; 4. Ho! 
dorf(G) 6.2. 60, Dunn 6.0; 2. Pender6.l; 3. Metz 6.2; 4. Ho! 
dorf6.2. 400, Larrabee (US) 46,8 (WIB); 2, Yerman (US) 46.9; 3. 
G!eseler (G) 47,9; 4. Mauel (G) 48.5. 800, Nelson (US) 1:47,4 (WIB) 
2, Balke (G) 1:48.6; 3. Tomeo (US) 1:48.6; 4. Bogatzki (G) 1:49.l. 
1500, Tummler (G) 3:46 .3; 2. Grelle (US) 3:46.6; 3. Franke (G) 
3:47,6; 4. Zwolak(US) 3:48.6.' 3000, No,:poth (G) 7:55.8; 2. Mills 
(US) 7:56.6; 3. Philipp (G) 7:59.4; Pflaging (US) 8:09.6. 4LapR, Uni 
ted States 2:55 ,6 (Mays, Cassell, Larrabee, Yerman); 2. Germany 
3:01.6 (Ulbricht, Mauel, Hennige, Gleseler). l0LapR (4x3x2xl), 
United Stares 4:01.8 (Nelson, Dunkelberg, Cassell, Mays); 2. Ger­
many 4:04 .6 (Balke, Jaenisch, Ulbricht, Hubner). 

• 60HH, DavenP9rt (US) 7 .l; 2. Rogers (US) 7 .l; 3. John (G) 
' 7 .3; 4. Trzmiel (G) 7 .6.. 60HH, Rogers 7 .2; 2. Davenport 7 .2; 

3. John 7 .3; 4. Trzmiel 7 .6. . 
HJ, Johnson (US) 6'10"; 2. Spielvogel (G) 6'10"; 3. Scbillkowski 

(G) 6'10"; 4. Boston (US) 6'6:f'. PV, Chase (US) 16'1¾''; 2. Pemel­
ton (US) 15 '5 "; 3. Pinder (G) 15 '5 "; 4. Reinhardt (G) 15 '5". LJ, 
Boston (US) 25'10¼"; 2. Mays (US) 25'4"; 3. Sauer (G) 24'½"; 4. Bau 
men (G) 23'11½". TJ, Horn (US) 52'10¼" (US IR); 2. Sauer (G) 51'10 
3. Muller (G) 48'10¼"; 4. Boston (US) 47'8f'. SP, McGrath (US) 
59'11¼"; 2. Wallin (US) 58'11"; 3. Birlenbach (G) ~7'10"; 4. Gleck-
ler (G) 56'0". • 

Matson Tops World Shot Mark: 67'11 1-4" 
College Station, Te,cas, April 9--Randy Matson, blasting 

away at a red-lined arc 67'10" from the toe board, brought roars of 
approval from a doting crowd of 3,000 as he pushed his final put 
across the line for a new world record after coming close on five 
previous crys . 

His 67 '11¼ finale was a tremendous finish to the lon\l:st ser­
ies in history. In order, the first five puts were 66'8", 62 2½", 65'3" 
66'10" and 66'9½". His over-all average was 65'li" as compared to 
Dallas Long's six put series average of 55 '7¾'' last summer when he 
set the 67'10" record. Omitting Long's foul throw and Matson's 62'2j 
gives Long a slight lead, 66 '8¾'' to 66 '8 7-20". _ 

• Matson also set a personal best in the discus and again raised 
his one-day shoe-discus double as he threw 190'7". Scored on the 
Ponugese Table, this gives him 1989 points, 13 more than his pre· 
vious one-day double best here on Feb. 27. 
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