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SEB COE PULLED NO PUNCHES in mid-June when in assessing the state of our sport he
said, “We have to be more innovative, we have to be braver and more creative in formats.” You
can find more on this story in this issue’s Last Lap (see p. 46).
Another story in the LL section deals with Texas A&M’s in-the-works new facility. It won’t be
the first of its kind, but I believe it fits Coe’s
innovative-braver-creative train of thought.
Seb Coe wants innovation
You can read more about the College
& bravery? How about the
Station setup on p. 48, but to capsulize it,
it mirrors an indoor facility, putting the
sprint straightaway
sprint straight in the middle of the infield,
and also allows for most of the field events
on the infield?
to also get some center-stage attention.
It’s no coincidence that we’ve seen this
stadium before. That was at LSU, where current A&M head Pat Henry was in charge when the
Tigers hosted the ’02 NCAA. In the magazine’s introduction to that meet, I penned these words:
“One of Bernie Moore Stadium’s greatest weaknesses—no long throws on the infield—is also
one of its greatest strengths. Long throwers frequently get the short end of the stick, so it’s always
sad to see them not in the main arena, although the open-ended construction at LSU does allow
for some viewing of the discus, hammer and javelin from the main stands.
“But what is lost in those three events is more than made up for by the rest of the structure,
where far more events are contested right in front of all the stands than in a normal stadium.
“Start with the straightaway being on the infield. The people on the backstretch are no longer
miles away from the sprint action. Those on the homestretch aren’t blocked by yahoos who crowd
the rail or suddenly jump up during a race.
“Likewise, there are the vault and the shot, right in the middle instead of being stuck down
near an end zone.
“This is definitely a configuration more schools should be looking into.
“One suggestion though: if the NCAA is going to stage the Nationals in settings like this,
schedule the long throws for earlier in the day so they’re apart from the main-stadium action.
The crowds will be small but they’ll be intense, and the athletes will respond appropriately. It’s
a win-win situation.”
Nobody vents louder than I when sites like Penn, Drake and Sac State banish the long throws
to some outside-the-stadium (or worse, remote) field. But my yelling would be all but eliminated
with, as I suggested in ’02, some easy-to-accomplish scheduling that allows people to watch both.
And if you do that, craft the venue so people can get up close and personal with the throwers.
I’m sure they’d much prefer that to being largely ignored in the big bowl.
Back in the day, the California Relays in Modesto was one of the best meets going. My favorite
part of the meet was never in the stadium, but in the hours before track got up and going when
they staged the discus and hammer on an adjacent field. You could either take a picnic lunch and
watch from under the trees some 300ft from the circle, or stand along the sector line. I know
those throwers preferred that—with every throw being announced—to being inside the stadium
as an afterthought to all the running and jumping going on.
Bringing the fans closer to the throwers fits right in with the taking-it-to-the-streets innovations we have seen at various meets the last few years with street racing on temporary tracks,
mall vaulting, train station shot putting and grocery store high jumping. It doesn’t attract huge
crowds, but it does raise the sport’s profile.
Forget citius-altius-fortius; may Seb’s legacy always be innovatius-bravius-creativus!
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