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AS ELECTION SEASON HEATS UP (IAAF presidency, not the U.S.) I find it thrilling 
that for the first time in my lifetime—ever?—that we have a real battle going on, rather than 
one of those preordained successions that are so familiar in all international federations. 

It’s also refreshing to see the two candidates, legends-as-athletes Sergey Bubka and Seb 
Coe, are taking the high road, clearly spelling out their visions for the future of the sport 

rather than engaging in ad hominem attacks 
on each other.

No matter which wins, I think the sport 
will be well served.

And while both of them have been 
globetrotting for months, making promises 
which would benefit the localized recipi-
ents of the message, each has touched on 
a subject near and dear to my heart, which 

is “calendar reform.” In other words, improving the sequencing of international meets. As 
Bubka puts it in his manifesto, “Reviewing the international calendar to ensure harmoniza-
tion of key IAAF events, regional and national competitions.”

Coe says, “I believe that the creation of a truly harmonized calendar is key to the global 
promotion of [track & field]. Listening to the Federations and our broadcasters, sponsors 
and athletes, it’s clear that we need new competitive structures for the future. We must look 
at how the format and presentation of competitions like the Diamond League fit within the 
overall calendar and how we can help boost the quality of these competitions to make each 
meeting and the overall season more compelling.”

Regular readers of this column will be well acquainted with my frequent pleas to smooth 
things out in this area. For a prime example, check out my most recent screed in the November 
2014 issue, titled 2015 Diamond League: 5 meets in 14 days in May/June? Zero meets in August?!

!e month before that my subject was A big-league sport can’t survive if its biggest names 
aren’t going head-to-head. Case in point: have we seen Usain Bolt vs. Justin Gatlin—a 
heavyweight bout for sprint supremacy that would resonate with the general public, not 
just track geeks—in 2015? Will we see one before the World Championships? No and no. 
Not good for the sport.

While I’m busy citing previous columns to you I’d also raise the topic raised in the January 
issue this year: It’s already time for USATF to be thinking about the timing of its 2019 Nationals.

I write this on the eve of this year’s USATF Championships. Let me see if I have this right: 
the World Championships will be held in Beijing some 2 months after the conclusion of the 
U.S.’s selection meet? Meanwhile, savvy European nations will be holding their Nationals as 
much as a month later, guaranteeing that those who are in shape shortly before the Worlds 
are indeed still in shape. And haven’t had to reach an artificial peak too early. As part of 
calendar reform, I think all countries should have their Nationals late in July.

My 2019 column was based on the late-September staging of the Doha Worlds, which 
cries out for a change in the calendar, but the point remains the same now. For USATF to 
be staging this year’s selection meet so far in advance of the Worlds is crazy. Holding the 
meet a couple of weeks after the NCAA is a remnant of a bygone era when Team USA was 
guaranteed a full boat of qualifiers and could head overseas with many guaranteed medals.

!ose medals are tougher to come by now. Get with it, Indy.
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